The Prairieland Splash
Saturday 7 September 9:00AM at ICC in
conjunction with their Garden Days.
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Well August is about done and we are moving into the last few weeks of summer
so it is time to start thinking about fall pond preparation and what needs tobe
done, I know and if you can believe the Farmers Almanac, winter won’t be too
far down the road. I have pulled the Fall prep checklist out of the members guide
to help you think about what needs to be done, you will find it on page 2/3
Since the pond tour ten new members have signed with the society, again a
hearty welcome to them and I look forward to meeting all of you and hearing
about your ponds, remember that we are all here to help so please ask your questions and don’t forget to read your members guide.
The Luau was a great success, I think we had about 45 people that attended and
lots of good food, again many thanks to Ron and Patty Kramer for hosting the
event and to Rick Moreland for help at the grill.
Speaking of parties the annual banquet is just around the corner, you will find
the information page to include the reservation form attached to the e-mail.
Don’t forget that during the October meeting we will nominate and elect Society
Officers for next year.
September Meeting will be on the 7th; one week earlier than previously schedule, this will allow us the opportunity to share in ICC’s Garden Day festivities.
Hope to see your there.

I still am looking for
ideas for newsletter
articles
So let me know
what you want to
hear about

Todd
TREASURER’S REPORT
Income

$ 1876.00

Don’t Forget to check the
website;

Expenses

$ 2256.41

www.pkps1.com

End Balance

$ 4276.08

Beginning Balance $ 4656.49

Fall car e for Plants
Oxygenators will need to be pruned and thinned out. Any shoots that have reached the surface of your pond,
should be trimmed back because they may be killed off by ice during the winter.
Foxtail, cabomba, elodia, potamogeton, and sagittaria are hardy and will winter over easily.
Anacharis and jungle vallisneria are tropical and you can winter them over in an aquarium with light throughout the winter.
Common tropical floaters: Water Lettuce and hyacinth should be removed and treated as an annual or over
winter in shallow trays in good light with a minimum temperature of 50-55°.
Tropical Lilies should receive their last fertilizing three weeks before your average frost date. Then after a hard
frost removed from the pond and allowed to dry out slowly. The tubers can then be lifted out and stored in
damp sand over the winter in a frost free area. This sounds a lot easier then it really is, you can also treat these
as an annual and replace with new tropical lilies in the spring. See the tropical plant article for more ways to
over winter Lilies.
Hardy Marginal Water plants: remove dead foliage all the way to the crown, any live growth trim to 3-4” from
the crown. The pot then can be returned to the pond in the same place you took it from, this includes a majority
of the hardy marginals. Cattails, reeds, iris, horsetails, rushes, marsh betony and water parsnip.
Some marginals can not be allowed to have their crowns frozen, this is the area that the plant grows from.
These will need to be removed from shallow water to a deeper depth.
Use a pond de-icer to control ice from freezing the pond solid, your plants and fish will thank you.
Pickeral, lobelia, melon sword, parrot feather and water parsley don’t like their tubers or rhizomes frozen, they
turn to mush.
Tropical marginals: Remove them from the pond before the first frost. Remove dead foliage and set the pot in
a warm, sunny place in your home for the winter. Do not fertilize, they will not need any food during this time.
Hardy Water Lilies and Lotus: Trim back foliage, and place in the bottom of your pond. You will treat these
like the hardy marginals that do not like to be frozen.

Fall car e for Fish
Check your water temperature on a regular basis, when the temperature drops to 50° feed only fall fish food.
This food is carbohydrate based unlike protein based food for summer.
Feed your fish several times during the day but avoid evening feedings, the unpredictable fluctuations in temperature in the p.m. can result in digestive problems.
Stop feeding your fish completely when water temperatures drop to 45°, and don’t start feeding in the spring
until water temperatures reach 45-50°.
Stop feeding if very cold weather is in the forecast.
Don’t move or add new fish to your pond if water temperatures are below 50°.

Additional tips that I pulled from the internet:

fall
Preparations for over-wintering success
Make fall/winter pond maintenance simple and efficient. Prevent pond conditions from deteriorating to the point where aggressive
measures are necessary. Keep essential items and equipment on hand to ensure over-wintering success.

•

Install pond netting to maximize leaf-removing effort and to prevent leaves from falling into the pond in the first place.

• Perform a substantial water change, up to 50%, to remove contaminants and help maintain improved water conditions throughout
the winter. Best done when pond temperature is the same as source water, but no lower than 60°F to minimize stress.
•

Remove organic materials from the bottom of your pond.

•

Condition your pond with bacterial additives specifically formulated to work in cooler water temperatures.

•

Remove or bring tropical (non-hardy) plants indoors.

•

Trim hardy lilies down to about an inch or two above the crown and move them to a deeper part of the pond.

•

Trim marginal or bog plants or leave some for winter interest.

• Thoroughly clean your filters. When water temperature drops below 45°F, shut them down and remove
filter media and main pump to prevent damage from freezing.
•

Drain and store pump per manufacturer's recommendation.

When water temperatures drop below 70°F, begin mixing your koi's diet with an easier-to-digest, wheat germ food. At below 60°F,
switch to wheat germ food completely.
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Prairieland Pond & Koi Society
August 10, 2013
The August 10, 2013 club meeting was held at Fred and Mary Zimmerman’s home. President
Todd Bong called the meeting at 9:00 a.m. There were 32 members in attendance.
Guest Speaker
Bill Walters, a Master Gardener with Eureka Garden Club, conducted a discussion on recycling. He provided statistics regarding the amount of trash each individual produces in one
year. Therefore, it is vitally important to recycle as much as possible. For more information
regarding this topic members can read, Garbology, “Our Dirty Love Affair”, written by Ed
Hume.
Club Business
Vince Smith informed the club on some of the problems he has been plagued with over the
summer. The rubber boots on his pump failed and he lost over 6 inches of water, he thought he
had fixed it but it happened again. This type of fitting does not last forever, so it is very important to check them from time to time to prevent this from happening.
Our September meeting at ICC will be held on the 7th at 9:00 a.m. instead of the 14th. We will
meet at the pond and our guest speaker will be, Rick Smith, discussing how to grow a Moss
garden.
Rick Moreland is looking for members to host a pond meeting for next year, if anyone is interested please let him know. There are three new members that have joined our club. We welcome Nick Cowley, Brad & Julie Walker, and Bill & Kathy Stark. Don’t forget to send in your
RSVP to the Kramer’s to attend our annual Luau on August 24 at 6:00. Please bring a covered
dish, beverage and chairs. Hope to see everyone there.
Respectfully submitted,
Letriana Cantrell, Secretary
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Club Meeting Dates/Locations

Board Meeting Dates/Locations

Sep 14 ICC (ICC Day at Horticulture bldg 28 Sep
area)
26 Oct
Oct 12 Loren Swanson’s East Peoria
23 Nov
Nov 9 Banquet K of C Hall Pekin.

Annual Banquet
9 November
You should find a reservation form
attached to e-mail the newsletter
was sent with. For those of you that
get the newsletter nailed to you
should find a form included in the
mailing
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